
Foreword
Contact Us

South Caucasus 
Of Th orns and Roses

Studying at the Caucasus Media Institute

Prevention of Human Traffi  cking in Armenia

Photo Stories of Armenian Migrants 

Assessing Fair Trade Opportunities in Armenia

Survey Study: Popular Conceptions of 

Citizenship in South Caucasus

Central Asia 
Th e Missing Reforms

Supporting Access to and Quality of 

Information in Central Asia

Multilingual Governance in Kyrgyzstan

Strengthening Inter-Tajik Dialogue

CIMERA Publications
CMI Publications
Financial Statement
CIMERA Staff 
Th ank You

Contents

2
3

4
4

5

7

8

9

10

12
12

13

16

18

20
24
26
27
28

A
N

N
U

A
L REPO

RT 2003



FO
RE

W
O

RD

2

Foreword
Th e year 2003 was a year of harvest.

A fi rst great achievement was the success of our Multilingual Governance Project in Kyrgyzstan. Starting from the 
year 2000, this pioneering project has introduced a new interactive multilingual education method in kindergartens 
and primary schools all over the country. Today, more than 1400 children are off ered education in linguistically 
and ethnically mixed classes and more than 100 primary school teachers and kindergarten educators have received 
intensive methodological training. In 2003, the project produced the methodological handbook We are Learing by 
Playing containing interactive games proposed by pedagogues involved in the project. Each school and kindergarten 
in Kyrgyzstan received a copy of the book, which enjoys a big popularity. Th e enthusiasm of the schools and educators 
inspired the project team to introduce an Open Day at all multilingual schools and from this year on, September 17 Open Day at all multilingual schools and from this year on, September 17 Open Day
will be marked as the Day of Multilingual Education in Kyrgyzstan.

CIMERA’s work in multilingual education received recognition and support both in Kyrgyzstan and internationally, 
among others by President Askar Akaev who qualifi ed the project as an eff ective means for integration and simultaneous 
preservation of ethnic identity at an international conference on education in Kyrgyzstan. Another highlight of last year 
was the round table Multilingual Education and Mother Tongue Education for National Minorities in Kyrgyzstan 
which was conducted with the participation of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, Rolf Ekéus. Th e 
project is currently expanding its activities in Kyrgyzstan, and introducing the same approach in Tajikistan, thanks to 
a new grant provided by Eurasia Foundation and the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Aff airs.

In Yerevan, the Caucasus Media Institute graduated its fi rst year students of journalism. 
Th anks to the dynamism of its team, the CMI is already an established landmark for journalism education and debates 
on contemporary issues. Th e CMI has also become a resource centre for journalists and academics, with its rich library, 
archives and own publications. A big event last year was the World Press Photo 2002 which the CMI brought to 
Armenia for the fi rst time, thus opening the way for a standing cooperation with World Press Photo. 

We did not forget Switzerland, where in the year 2003 migration remained a topic of political speculation. Migration 
seen from Armenia has a diff erent colour. A fourth of its population has left  since the collapse of the USSR. However, in 
the last years a signifi cant number of migrants returned, bringing with them new ideas and skills. To create a dialogue 
between Armenian emigrants, returnees and residents, CIMERA together with the Swiss Forum for Migration and 
Population Studies launched a project combining science and art.launched a project combining science and art.launched  Based on interviews and photo stories of Armenian 
migrants in Switzerland, Russia, and returnees to Armenia, the team produces a publication and a photo exhibition 
which will travel in Armenia and Switzerland in 2004/2005, accompanied by public events in both countries. which will travel in Armenia and Switzerland in 2004/2005, accompanied by public events in both countries. which will travel in Armenia and Switzerland

I would like to take the opportunity to thank our staff  for their hard work, our donors for their trust and support, and 
our growing network of partners for their commitment.

        Carine Bachmann, Director
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Stagnation is never for long. It is a period of time in 
which a society gathers its energies for coming change. 
Once again, Georgia proved this dictum with its smooth 
“rose” revolution to change the ineffi  ciency, or stability, 
of the country under Shevardnadze. 

Th e “rose revolution” in Georgia inspires hope in the 
Caucasus, and beyond. Change is possible. 
Yet, the future holds many open questions and 
uncertainties. Th e young leader of this country has 
made large promises that go all the way from better 
communal services of electricity and heating, to fi ghting 
corruption, reforming the administration, bringing 
safety and security, and unifying the country. Th is is 
a long list and the means of the Georgian government 
remain limited. Th e next years will show to what extent 
the new leadership will be able to bring about tangible 
changes for the citizens of Georgia. 

Outside Georgia, vast portions of the population 
of the post-Soviet countries also crave change, but 
there is little hope that leadership change will come 
through votes. In the same year, elections in Armenia 
and Azerbaijan went less smoothly. In Armenia, the 
incumbent Robert Kocharian stayed in power, and 
the opposition in the country, as well as international 
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organizations, cried foul. Th e parliamentary elections 
that followed the presidential elections brought new 
fi gures to the National Assembly, but at the same 
time introduced massive and quite open vote buying. 
In neighboring Azerbaijan, the presidential elections 
introduced for the fi rst time in the post-Soviet context 
a dynastic system, whereby Heidar Aliev the father was 
succeeded by Ilham Aliev the son. 

In cases where presidential and parliamentary elections 
do not function and fail to express the wishes of large 
parts of society how can the media develop?  In such 
a context how can civil society take root or citizens 
exercise their constitutional rights? Th e question can 
also be turned around. Without the development of an 
active civil society, without participatory democracy, 
and without a professional media, even alteration at 
the top of the political hierarchy risks reproducing old 
patterns of political rule. 

Th e Georgian example, where citizens no longer 
accepted the corrupt and manipulative rule of the 
former regime, is a source of hope. Yet the more diffi  cult 
task remains to be achieved.
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Th e Caucasus Media Institute (CMI) is a training 
and research centre, based in Yerevan, Armenia. Th e 
CMI assists in the development of mass media and 
journalism in the post-Soviet Caucasus and serves as a 
lively platform for debate on key contemporary issues.

Th e CMI off ers an annual post-graduate course 
addressed to novice journalists. Th e programme lasts 
nine months, and the curriculum consists of theoretic 
and practical courses, including genres of journalism, 

the virtual newsroom, creative writing courses in 
Armenian and Russian, and contemporary studies. Th e 
fi rst edition of the annual course took place from October 
2002 to June 2003. Seventeen young journalists, thirteen 
from Armenia, one from Chechnya, one from Georgia, 
and two from Moldova took part in the programme. 
In the framework of the course they wrote articles, 
discussed each others’ writing, worked as interns in 
local media organizations, were published in titles they 
had not heard of before, traveled to places associated 
with the word “war zone”, celebrated birthdays and had 
fun together.  At the end of the course, the students 
published the «First Newspaper» as a fi nal assignment. 
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“I learnt more than just the art of journalism: Nina 
taught us about style, at Alec’s classes I learnt about 
political science and history, learnt to look at things 
in a diff erentiated way. Th e year really broadened my 
horizon” Zara Budaghyan, Yerevan, Armenia.  horizon” Zara Budaghyan, Yerevan, Armenia.  horizon”

Th e second course started on October 1 2003 and is 
currently running with 20 students, among them young 
journalists from Moldova, Georgia and Kyrgyzstan. 

Besides its annual course, the CMI also off ers a series 
of shorter training modules designed to address the 
needs of mid-career journalists. Th e workshops varry 
from new technologies and their infl uence on mass 
media to new developments in international politics, 
and is attended by journalists, students, professors, and 
diplomats alike.

Journalism workshops in 2003

• Coverage of the Iraqi Crisis, CMI, Yerevan, 
April 10 2003.

• Photo Editing for the 21st Century, CMI, 
Yerevan,  4-7 May 2003.

• Ten Years of Online Journalism, CMI, Yerevan,  
10-12 July 2003.

• Training for Legal and Practical Protection for 
Journalists, CMI, Yerevan, 28-30 July 2003.

• Preventing Human Traffi  cking in Armenia, 
November 10-14 2003, Tsakhkadzor, Armenia.

• Reporting on Human Traffi  cking: Team 
Reporting Workshop, CMI, Yerevan, November 
17 -December 17 2003.

To broaden horizons and develop critical thinking - this 
is one of the main goals of the Caucasus Media Institute. 
In order to widen journalists’ scope of knowledge 
about contemporary challenges within the region, the 
CMI organizes conferences in the fi eld of Caucasus 
Area Studies. All serve to deepen the understanding of 

political, social, economic, and security developments 
in the region, and the role of the Caucasus in the 
international arena.

Caucasus Area Studies 2003

Conferences:

• Religion and Politics in the Caucasus, CMI, 
Yerevan, April 18-19 2003.

• Mass Media Transformation in Post-Soviet 
Conditions, CMI, Yerevan, September 26-27 2003.

Roundtables:

• Th e Ethno political Situation in Dagestan, CMI, 
Yerevan, February 13 2003.

• Geopolitical Aspects of the Iraqi Crisis, CMI, 
Yerevan, March 26 2003.

• Elections and aft er: Georgia and Azerbaijan, 
CMI, Yerevan, December 18 2003.

During the year 2003, the CMI initiated and supervised 
a number of research projects among which were the 
development of the private sector in Armenia, the 
coverage of the Kharabagh confl ict in Western media 
and an analysis of web forums about the South Caucasus. 
Moreover, with its library, electronic database, and in-
house archive of publications, CMI serves as a resource 
centre for journalists.

In all of its activities CMI collaborates on a regional 
basis to create a dialogue between journalists of various 
parts of the Caucasus and to help this dialogue reach 
a wider public, both inside and beyond the region. In 
summer 2003, the CMI opened a representation in 
Tbilisi, Georgia, which serves as a basis to strengthen 
collaboration with our Georgian colleagues and 
institutions, and to organize specialized trainings and 
events in Georgia.
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World Press Photo Exhibition
World Press Photo is an international traveling 
exhibition, presenting the award-winning images of the 
most prestigious press photography contest of the world. 
Organized by the CMI, World Press Photo took place for 
the fi rst time in Yerevan from January 17 to February 9 
2003. Th e exhibition was a major success, attended by 
an average of 200 people daily. During the exhibition, 
two roundtables were dedicated to photojournalism 
in Armenia. In the future, the CMI and World Press 
Photo will strengthen their collaboration and develop 
photojournalism modules at the CMI addressed to 
young photographers from the CIS.

Th e CMI is implemented by CIMERA and funded by the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC). 
Th e following organisations supported fi nancially specifi c 
activities or off ered scholarships for students of the CMI: 
US Embassy Armenia, German Embassy Armenia, 
Th e Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Aff airs, Eurasia 
Foundation Armenia and British Council Armenia.
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Th e Armenian government has recently put the 
prevention of human traffi  cking on its agenda by 
establishing, in 2002, a special inter-ministerial 
commission and by adopting a national plan of action. 
Nevertheless, Armenia’s precise role in this regional and 
global trade of human beings, the number and profi le of 
victims, the processes and the consequences of human 
traffi  cking have not yet been adequately investigated nor 
addressed in an eff ective way. Of primary importance 
is that the public perception of victims be changed.  
Many view human traffi  cking solely as a criminal aff air 
and in some cases treat the victims with disdain (they 
deserved it or they asked for it), or they equate it with 
prostitution, a “victimless” crime.

In 2003, CIMERA and the Caucasus Media Institute 
together with the International Organisation for 
Migration (IOM), Armenia, participated in a training 
project led by the Center for War, Peace and the News 
Media of New York University. Th e project was based on 
a two-pronged approach: to work with journalists and 
public offi  cials to raise awareness of the consequences 
of traffi  cking, and to strategize on anti-traffi  cking 
mechanisms for Armenia. CIMERA, together with its 
partners, organized an in-country four-day workshop 
for journalists, government offi  cials and NGO observers 
from November 10 to 13 2003, which was followed by 
a one-month investigative Team Reporting module at 
the CMI from November 17 to December 17 2003. 

Th is project was funded by the US Offi  ce of Citizen 
Exchanges Eurasia Professional Exchanges and Training 
Program through the Freedom Act.

Prevention of Human 
Traffi  cking in Armenia
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Photo Stories of Armenian 
Migrants

Since Armenian independence in 1991, and as a 
consequence of the collapse of the former Soviet Union, 
one fourth of the Armenian population (about 900,000 
people) has left  the country. Next to the ongoing 
emigration processes, Armenia has witnessed, since 
1996, an increasing number of migrants returning from 
abroad to Armenia, voluntarily, or under constraint. Yet, 
the country lacks a constructive way to deal with the 
migration experiences of its citizens, and in particular 
the returnees, which represent a new social group.
Th e innovative project, “Emigration and Return: 

photo stories of Armenian Migrants”, was launched in 
November 2003 in collaboration with the Swiss Forum 
for Migration and Population Studies (SFM), based 
in Neuchâtel. Th e project aims at creating a dialogue 
between emigrants, returnees and residents in Armenia, 
Switzerland and Southern Russia, through a traveling 
photo exhibition, a publication and public debates. It 
focuses on the human experiences of migration and the 
positive and negative impacts on a society in transition 
such as Armenia. A unique facet of the project is the 
conceptual collaboration between artist/photographer 
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Zaven Khatchikyan and the international team of 
social scientists who interviewed Armenians who left  
their country aft er independence and currently live in 
Switzerland and Southern Russia, as well as Armenian 
returnees in Armenia. A publication will accompany 
the exhibition, with the photo-stories of the migrants, 
a review of the migration situation in Armenia and an 
analysis of the interviews conducted within the project 
framework. 
Th e traveling photo exhibition will take place in autumn 
2004 in Armenia in the cities of Yerevan, Gumri and 

Dilijan and be shown in 2005 in Switzerland, in the 
cities of Lausanne, Basel and Bern.

Th e project is funded by the Museumfonds der 
Schweizerischen Ethnologischen Gesellschaft , 
with fi nancial contributions from: Swiss Federal 
Offi  ce for Refugees; Jubiläumsstift ung der Zürich 
Versicherungsgruppe; Migros Kulturprozent; Stift ung 
Bevölkerung, Migration, Umwelt and Stanley Th omas 
Johnson Stift ung.
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Fair Trade represents an alternative approach to 
conventional world trade and promotes social equality, 
economic security and environment-friendly methods 
of cultivation. Mandated by the Swiss fair trade 
organization claro, CIMERA conducted in autumn 
2003 an assessment of  background, the relevance and 
the opportunities to develop fair trade projects in the 
food processing sector in Armenia.

Key Principles for Fair Trade*

• Th e producers receive a price that secures an 
adequate livelihood.

• For the great majority of orders an advance 
payment of 30% to 50% is made.

• Th e producers enjoy a minimum standard of 
social protection.

• Long-term trading relationships provide 
security and make capital investment possible.

• Th e producers’ self-suffi  ciency must not be 
jeopardised by the exports.

• Environment-friendly production is fostered.

*as defi ned by claro fair trade

Agriculture and foodstuff  production in Armenia
Armenia has implemented one of the most 
comprehensive land reform programs in the former 
Soviet Union. By the end of 1992, most of the agricultural 
land had been privatized, with over 300’000 individual 
farms formed in the process, owning an average of 1.4 
hectares land, two or three cows and fi ve to six sheep 
each. Consequently, fragmented, manual labor-based 
subsistence farming emerged as the most typical type 
of farming. But the reorientation of the farming sector 
from large state and collective cooperatives to small 
individual units brought a number of diffi  culties. Small 
farmers oft en lack suffi  cient technical, managerial and 
marketing skills to professionalize their work and lack 
fi nancial resources necessary to restructure their output 
profi le, and to make small investments in on-farm 
processing. In the regions, farmers are oft en not able 
to sell their products because they lack money to cover 
transportation costs and therefore rely on middlemen 
to trade their products against other goods such as 
coff ee, clothes, etc. Moreover, the frustrations caused 
by precarious living condition of the rural population 
are accentuated by the growing disparities between the 

Assessing Fair Trade 
Opportunities in Armenia



capital city Yerevan and the rural regions, between the 
new oligarchs and the workforce. Armenia is rapidly 
growing towards a two-speed society with a thriving 
capital, full of cars, cafes, shops and private businesses, 
and impoverished rural populations suff ering from lack 
of opportunities and perspectives, which, in return, 
fuels the migration from the villages to the capital. 
Together with systemic corruption, a history of fl awed 
elections on national level and declining public services, 
these inequalities contribute to undermine the public’s 
confi dence in government, and engender a widespread 
cynicism regarding the democratic process.

On the other hand, the food processing industry in 
Armenia is recovering from a near collapse during 
the fi rst year of independence and the raise in the 
production of canned food has even been spectacular 
during the last years. Th is is partly due to important 
private investment and bilateral aid from organizations 
such as US Department of Agriculture, USAID, the 
World Bank and other bilateral donors. As in Soviet 
times, when Armenia was one of the largest provider of 
canned food for the rest of the Soviet Union, the sector 
remains strongly export-oriented. Th e domestic market 
for processed food is considered to be unattractive  and 
able to support only limited economic development.

In Armenia, food processing is mostly based on local 
agricultural production and the factories are located 
close to the suppliers. Th erefore, the growth of the 
primary agriculture and the increase of rural income 
will also depend on the success of the agro-processing 
industry. Th e assessment revealed that one of the 
most critical points in the food production chain is 
the commercial interaction between the growers and 
the factories which buy their goods. While there is 
a growing understanding from the side of the food 
processors that the regulation of their relationship and 
the establishment of stable and fair partnerships with 
the farmers is in their own interest, the small farmers 

most oft en stay in a position of total dependency and 
are unable to negotiate the price of their products.

Relevance of fair trade 
Fair trade is a new concept for Armenia, and oft en 
confused with organic production. To develop fair 
trade in such conditions is challenging and needs 
important supporting measures to accompany the 
process. But besides the economic benefi ts, the fair trade 
approach would bear a high socio-political relevance 
in Armenia. Fair trade could contribute to strengthen 
the position of small farmers in the local market by 
defi ning minimal conditions for fair trade agreements 
with food processors, such as the establishment of 
forward contracts with their suppliers, or by building 
the capacities of farmers or village associations 
and cooperatives. Moreover, it could support the 
development of corporate social environmental 
responsibility within the food processing industry. Fair 
trade can also serve as an instrument to address larger 
societal issues such as the economic and social rights of 
workers, and stimulate public debate about the relations 
between the capital and the provinces.

Client: claro fair trade, Orpund, Switzerland
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Citizenship is a contested and debated concept in the 
new nation-states of the South Caucasus. In a context of 
nation-building and armed confl ict, citizens in Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia have experienced tremendous 
economic and political anxieties in the last ten years. 

Survey Study: Popular 
Conceptions of Citizenship in 
South Caucasus



Torn between promises of democratisation and free 
market economy, Soviet political legacies, and harsh 
economic conditions, they are faced with new political 
realities that put the organisation of the nation-state 
and the political role of citizens at the centre of public 
debates. In the current situation of a precarious stability 
and a fragile social order it is particularly important to 
study how the young generation, and especially those 
who are potentially part of the future elite, understand 
the political relationships between citizens, the state 
and ethno-national subgroups, and the delimitation 
of the rights and duties granted to these entities. Yet, 
despite its obvious importance, there is however very 
little empirical evidence how ordinary citizens of the 
South Caucasus view and consider this issue. 
CIMERA and the Chair of Social Psychology of the 
University Geneva contributed to fi ll this gap by carrying 
out a comparative survey in the three countries of the 
South Caucasus between January 2001 and September 
2003. Th e research has greatly benefi ted from the 
collaboration with research teams in Georgia (under 
the supervision of Ghia Nodia), in Armenia (under the 
supervision of Gevorg Poghosyan), and in Azerbaijan 
(under the supervision of Javad Efendi). Th e survey 
focussed on the belief systems and attitudes of students 
belonging to the titular majority towards three debated 
forms of political organisation, namely a system based 
on ethnic hegemony of the majority group in any given 
country, a pluralist system, and an authoritarian system 
prohibiting oppositional activities. 
Th e results of the survey revealed that on the whole, 
the young generation in South Caucasus shows clear 
support for liberal democratic principles, although 
their conceptions also bear elements from Soviet times 
(e.g., the relative importance attached to social rights 
or the relative disregard for political participation). 
Th ere was also a large gap between endorsement of 
general democratic principles and their concrete 
implementation. Th us, a substantial proportion of 
respondents in all three countries thought that only 

members of the titular majority should decide how to 
rule the country and be entitled to more rights, or that 
prohibition of oppositional activities and introduction 
of martial law is acceptable.

Nevertheless results also showed large variations in 
attitudes and opinions that were organised around four 
major dimensions: (a) trust in national institutions 
and authorities, (b) relative deprivation and material 
discontent, (c) attitudes towards ethnic and religious 
groups and (d) perception of group-based confl icts and 
hierarchy. Distrust towards institutions and authorities 
increased as relative deprivation and material discontent 
increased. Support for ethnic nationalism was linked to 
perception of confl icts and hierarchy, whereas support 
for authoritarian rule was linked to symbolic identity 
threats. Willingness to participate was linked to support 
for an ethnocentric system, whereas respondents who 
were unwilling to participate favoured an authoritarian 
society. Th e analysis of diff erences between student 
attitudes in the three national contexts showed that 
Georgians were most distrusting of their authorities, 
Azeris perceived the least confl icts and hierarchy and 
were also the least ethnocentric. Finally, Georgians 
expressed the highest support for an ethnocentric 
system, while Armenians favoured authoritarian rule, 
and Azerbaijanis a pluralist system. 

Th e research report is available now on the CIMERA 
website or can be ordered in electronic format at 
contact@cimera.org.

Th is research was funded by the Swiss National Science 
Foundation within the framework of the SCOPES 
programme (Scientifi c Co-operation between Eastern 
Europe and Switzerland), Project JRP 7AZP J062373 
and the City of Lausanne, Switzerland.

SO
U

TH
 C

AU
C

A
SU

S

11



For long years, roads to Central Asia led to barbed wire 
and border posts. Even a decade aft er the collapse of the 
USSR, it remained at an arms length from the Western 
capitals. Th e US-led war in Afghanistan changed that, 
and made it the focus of international attention.

Although many feared in the early 1990s that the region 
could become a major confl ict area, where nationalism, 
ethnic minorities and rising Islam would clash with 
local and regional interests, Central Asia remained by 
and large stable. Even in Tajikistan, where a civil war 
ravaged the country from 1992-1997, a cease-fi re and 
power-sharing agreement was reached. Moreover, the 
social fabric of the Central Asian societies is rapidly 
developing, and there are certainly encouraging 
positives signs. In Uzbekistan for example, Internet 
users had doubled by the end of 2002. In Tajikistan, 
the Prime Minister declared in December 2003 that the 
state budget would surpass expected income by seven 
percent. Th is is a sign of great hope for a country, which 
is the poorest of the former Soviet republics, and went 
through a devastating civil war. Nevertheless, to sustain 
the positive social and economic trends, there should 
be parallel political reforms. 

Th e increasing Western interest, although welcomed, 
came with a price. In an eff ort to fi ght armed Islamic 

groups in Afghanistan and their allies in Central Asia, 
the US led coalition needed military bases, mainly in 
Uzbekistan, but also logistic bases in Kyrgyzstan and 
Tajikistan. Moreover, Russia strengthened its own 
presence by opening a new air base in Kent, Kyrgyzstan, 
only 20 km from the US air base at Manas airport near 
Bishkek. Th e priority in collaboration between the 
West and the Central Asian states was of a military and 
security nature. Consequently there was only a narrow 
space to press for much needed reforms.  

Citizens in Central Asia need more participation 
in decision-making; far-away regions need better 
information on developments in the capitals; and 
minorities need improved access to political resources. 
Th e future development of the region, its stability and 
its security, depends on these issues.

Central Asia

Th e Missing Reforms

C
EN

TR
A

L 
A

SI
A

12



Th e work of the media in Central Asia is hindered by 
lack of access to information from governmental and 
other public bodies. Even though guaranteed by the 
legislation of Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, free 
access to information is still unrecognised by the offi  cial 
structures and there is a lack of clear implementation 
procedure. However, free access to information is an 
essential step towards a free and democratic media that 
will in turn contribute to good governance. 

CIMERA has been working since 1999 in the region 
to contribute, through its Central Asia Media Support 
Project, to the improvement of access to information 
and – thus – to broaden the involvement of civil society 
in governance and enhance transparency in politics. 
To achieve these objectives, CIMERA works with a 
network of partners, media associations on the one 
hand, and newspapers on the other.
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Partners of the CA Media Support Project

Professional Associations

• International In-Service Training Centre for 
Journalists (IISTCJ) in Uzbekistan

• Osh Media Resource Centre (OMRC) in the 
South of Kyrgyzstan

• National Association of Independent Mass Media 
(NANSMIT) in Tajikistan.

Newspapers

• Ferghana in Jalal-Abad, Kyrgyzstan

• Asia Plus in Dushanbe, Tajikistan

• Varorud in Khujand, TajikistanVarorud in Khujand, TajikistanVarorud

New partnership agreements were recently signed 
with Darakchi and Igbal in Uzbekistan, and with Igbal in Uzbekistan, and with Igbal
Issyk Kul TourIssyk Kul TourIssyk Kul  in Kyrgyzstan. Tour in Kyrgyzstan. Tour

Improving access to information by supporting 
professional associations
To work towards a better system of access to information 
in Central Asia, CIMERA opted for close partnership 
and collaboration with professional media associations 
in the three countries, with the mid-term objective to 
enhance their capacities in advocacy and their role in 
monitoring and defending the rights of journalists and 
the media.
In line with this objective, the project partners monitored 
violations of journalists’ rights with emphasis on their 
right to access to information of public relevance. In 
October 2003, our media association partners published 
the results of the six-month monitoring period: the 
fi rst issue of Access to Information in Central Asia. 
Th is bulletin is the fi rst publication to register off ences 
related to access to information and, as such represents 
a unique and unprecedented publication. Th e bulletin 
will be issued twice a year in both print and electronic 
versions.
Download the fi rst issue (Russian and English) at:
http://www.cimera.org

In November 2003, aft er the publication and 
dissemination of the Bulletin, the project partners 
organized, with the support of CIMERA, a series of 
roundtable discussions in Osh, Jalal-Abad, Dushanbe, 
Tashkent and Khujand. Th ese were attended by 
government offi  cials, representatives of journalists’ 
organizations, ministerial press secretaries and 
journalists. Th e aim of these roundtables was to 
jointly discuss the violations revealed in the course of 
monitoring in order to improve the situation on this 
front. Th e discussions highlighted the need to stop 
confrontation and start a constructive dialogue between 
mass media and government institutions. Views were 
exchanged and recommendations designed to improve 
professional cooperation.

Round Tables on Access to Information in 
Central Asia

• Dushanbe, Tajikistan, November 20 2003

• Khujand, Tajikistan, November 22 2003

• Osh, Kyrgyzstan, November 27 2003

• Jalal-Abad, Kyrgyzstan, November 28 2003

• Tashkent, Uzbekistan, November 28 2003

Improving quality standards for the printed press in 
partnership with newspapers
In our eff orts to support independent and competent 
media, we identifi ed newspapers whose leadership 
was interested and ready to invest in professionalizing 
their paper, building on fi ve aspects: to reach clear 
understanding and defi nition of the quality standards 
they want to achieve with the support of the project; 
to train editors and reporters to achieve the quality 
standards defi ned beforehand; to increase the circulation 
of the newspapers by better identifying the readership 
and its demands and by improving management skills; 
and fi nally, to engage in a closer collaboration with 
other newspapers in Central Asia and reach a better 
coverage of regional news.
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To defi ne the quality standards of reporting, CIMERA 
conducted in summer 2003 a series of seminars on the 
Role of Media and Quality of Information in diff erent 
newspaper offi  ces. As a result of these workshops, 
a number of policy documents such as an Editorial 
Policy, the Defi nition of Quality Standards, and Code 
of Ethics for Reporters were prepared by the respective 
management boards of the newspapers and signed by 
their staff . Th e seminar achievements were a consensus 
on the objectives, goals and mutual interests, and the 
signature of one-year cooperation agreements that may 
be extended for the next two years.

Quality of Journalism: On-site Training of Editors 
and Journalists

• Newspaper Asia Plus, Quality of Journalism, 
November 13 – December 22 2003

• Newspaper Varorud, November 23 – December 
17 2003

• Forthcoming in 2004 for the newspaper 
Ferghana and new partners
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In order to follow-up the impact of the training 
provided by the project, CIMERA has set up a system 
of content analysis of its media partners’ outlets. To 
prepare for the task, a four-day seminar was organized 
on September 13-16 2003 in Bishkek. 
Moreover, CIMERA mandated two organizations in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan who carried out, in November 

and December 2003, the fi rst ever readership polls for 
the three media partners. Th e polls revealed the profi le 
and composition of their readership, its preferences 
and interests, thus helping the editors to readjust 
their editorial policies and thematic structure and to 
devise a new development strategy in order to increase 
circulation. 



While pursuing its activities to enhance mass media in 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan, CIMERA also 
promotes the cooperation of its partners throughout 
the region by organizing regular meetings and events. 

Th e project is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development 
and Cooperation (SDC).
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Basic education and learning languages play a crucial 
role in the building of a civil society in which diff erent 
linguistic and ethnic groups can live in mutual 
understanding and enrichment. Even though various 
languages are taught in schools throughout the region, 
the traditional education systems in Central Asian 
countries do not ensure satisfactory communication 
skills in the languages that are necessary for a successful 
life. By off ering education in only one language, being 
either the titular language, another local language or 
Russian, the system promotes division amongst the 
children according to linguistic or ethnic affi  liation.
CIMERA’s Multilingual Education Project has been 
working in Central Asia since 2000. During the 
third phase of the project, multilingual education 
was introduced to three new schools in the South of 
Kyrgyzstan and further education of teachers and 
school/kindergarten directors was continued. Moreover 
the project team created a network of non-governmental 
organisations that will support the introduction of 
multilingual education on the regional level.

Multilingual Governance in 
Kyrgyzstan 2003

We are learning by playing – Interactive games 
proposed by pedagogues of Kyrgyzstan
201 pages, Kyrgyz and Russian.

• 54 games for various learning situations, taking 
into account not only content learning objectives, 
but also the acquisition of important social 
skills.

• 15-page theoretical introduction in clear 
language explains why playing is so crucial for 
the learning process, which should motivate 
teachers to overcome their fear of breaking the 
old teaching style.

• Each school and kindergarten in the country 
received one free copy of the book.

Multilingual Schools and Kindergartens
Multilingual education has been implemented in 10 
kindergartens and nine schools in Naryn, Bishkek, 
Belovodsk, Osh, Uzgen and Jalal-Abad. 1,500 children 
are off ered education in mixed groups and with 
two or three languages of instruction. In summer 
2003, the Kyrgyz Academy of Education tested 1,300 
children enrolled in the programme. Th e results of 
the tests showed that the reading skills of the children 
corresponded to the norm, and that their general 
intellectual and language development was above 
average.
More than a hundred educators have been trained in 
child-oriented, interactive teaching methodology. Th e 
external assessment in summer 2002 as well as the lesson 
observations conducted by the project staff  revealed that 
one third of the educators who received methodological 
training fully applied the new methodology at work, 
while most of the others included interactive elements 
in their teaching. Only fi ve percent of the teachers do 
not want to or are not able to change their teaching 
style. For the classrooms with new methodology, all 
children automatically receive intellectual challenge in 
the second and third language.



NGO Network
Four local NGOs for Multilingual Education have been 
created in the course of the project. Th e Association 
for Multilingual Education Til-Dil was registered in 
December 2003. It will be the umbrella organisation 
for the four NGOs and will be tasked to lobby for the 
NGOs on national and international level.
MOJUKMOJUKMOJU - Multilingual Education in the South of 
Kyrgyzstan was registered in December 2002. Still in 
search of funding, its pool of ten trainers has already 
conducted training seminars for kindergartens in Osh, 
in Uzgen and in Susak.
Th e other three NGOs, registered in summer 2003, are: 
MONR - Multilingual Education in the Naryn Region, 
MOCR - Multilingual Education in the Chui Region
and IMEMB - Integration through Multiethnic and 
Multilingual Education in Bishkek.
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Conferences and Roundtables
• Multilingual Education and Mother Tongue 

Education for National Minorities
in cooperation with OSCE/HCNM, April 2003, Osh. 
During the conference, the Peoples’ Assembly of 
Kyrgyzstan, education departments of the southern 
provinces and a number of NGOs expressed their 
support for the implementation of a multilingual 
education project in the South of Kyrgyzstan.

• Education as Means for Integration in Multiethnic 
Societies
organised by OSCE/HCNM, the Ministry of 
Education and the Peoples’Assembly of Kyrgyzstan, 
November 2003, Bishkek
On this occasion, President of the Kyrgyz Republic 
Askar Akaev, together with the High Commissioner 
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on National Minorities and the President of the 
Peoples’ Assembly, commended the CIMERA 
multilingual education model as an eff ective means 
for integration and simultaneous preservation of 
ethnic identity. During the conference, the Minister 
of Education promised to consider multilingual 
education as a priority issue.

Information Campaign about Multilingual Education
Another goal of the MLE project for 2003 was to inform a Another goal of the MLE project for 2003 was to inform a Another
wider public in Kyrgyzstan about Multilingual Education. 
Th e information campaign we conducted encompassed 
press conferences, two exhibitions of children’s drawings 
(one in Osh and one in Bishkek), and the production of a 

Strengthening inter-Tajik dialogue on the relations between 
central, regional and local government

fi lm Two languages – my two wings, which was shown on 
Kyrgyz National Television (KRT).
On September 17 2003, all project schools and 
kindergartens conducted an Open Day on Multilingual 
Education. It is planned to make this successful event an 
annual celebration.

Th e project is funded by the Swiss Agency for Development the Swiss Agency for Development t
and Cooperation (SDC), with contributions from: OSCE/
HCNM, Moments of Joy, KUMTOR, Urs Brechbühl, 
Monika Kyburz, Peter Bauer, Marianne Stettler, Gabrielle 
Hartmann, Verena Wenk-Ronner, Felix Rembges, Ruth 
Bossart, Tatjana Simeunovic, Duri Müller and Urs 
Lauer.

Th e non-governmental Tajik Centre for Citizenship 
Education (TCCE) and the Public Committee for 
Democratic Processes (PC) were created by active 
supporters of the Inter-Tajik Dialogue Process. While 
the offi  cial negotiations led to a peace agreement in 
1997, the leaders of the TCCE and the PC identifi ed as a 
major challenge the need to broaden support for peace 
by including wider circles of citizens and government 
offi  cials into the process, and to begin to address the 
root causes of the confl ict. Since they considered that 
“regionalism” was one of the main causes of the confl ict, 
they started to conduct a series of workshops on this 
topic in diff erent regions of the country.
In 2002, CIMERA began to establish, in partnership with 
the TCCE and the PC, a platform for political dialogue on 
the issue of centre-regions–community relations. Chaired 

by senior personalities in the Presidential Administration 
and other governmental bodies, three discussion forums 
were organised in Dushanbe and in the regions between 
December 2002 and March 2003, for relevant offi  cers 
within the Tajik administration, the legislative power and 
international organisations to debate on centre-regions 
relations and identify “high potential” entry points for 
reform.
Th e discussion forums were fuelled by several research 
papers commissioned by the project on topics related 
to regionalism and local governance. Th ese studies are 
presented in CIMERA’s new situation report, Tajikistan 
at a Crossroad: the Politics of  Decentralisation, Luigi De 
Martino (ed.) (English and Russian).
Download at: http://www.cimera.org



Studies completed within the project

• A study on the legal and institutional frame of 
the relations between central government and re-
gions, by Mr. Zafar Aliev, newly appointed Chair-
man of the Constitutional Court.

• A study on the economic relations of Soghd Oblast 
as a case study of the economic relations between 
centre and regions, by Dr. Boymatov in Khujand.

• A study on fi scal and budgetary relations, by Dr. 
Avezov, Khujand State University.

• A study on the perceptions of regionalism, by Dr. 
Saodat Olimova, Sharq Centre.

• A study on the political culture of Tajikistan by 
Dr. Stephane Dudoignon, CNRS and Marc Bloch 
University in Strasbourg.

Unfortunately, the constitutional referendum of June 
2003 in Tajikistan contributed to strengthen the power 
in the hands of the President. Th is led to the premature 
end of our engagement, since the political environment 
had become non-conducive for developing sustainable 
solutions in the reform of the centre-regions relations. 
As a consequence, a planned study tour of Tajik experts 
to Switzerland, which was prepared in collaboration 
with the Institute for Federalism at the University of 
Fribourg, had to be cancelled.  

Th e project is funded by the Swiss Federal Department of 
Foreign Aff airs, Political Division IV.
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SITUATION REPORT 3
Image of the Woman in Central Asian Media
Andre Loersch, (ed.)
118 pages, Russian
ISBN: 2-9700358-7-1

Th e publication is based on the research of newspaper articles published in 2002 in 
four Central Asian countries – Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan 
– in the national languages and in Russian. Th e volume contains unique factual and 
analytical material concerning the status of women in Central Asia, and especially the 
way local media cover gender issues and the image they create of women. 
Th e authors of the volume are social scientists, journalists, gender specialists and press 
analysts. Th e main research method was structural content analysis, combined with 
in-depth interviews used as a supplementary method. Based on the research data, the 
authors reveal gender stereotypes, ‘positive’ and ‘negative’ images of women and the 
nature of gender censorship in the press of all four countries.

SITUATION REPORT 4
Tajikistan at a Crossroad: the Politics of  Decentralisation
Luigi De Martino (ed.)
160 pages, English
ISBN: 2-9700358-9-8

SITUATION REPORT 5
Tajikistan at a Crossroad: the Politics of  Decentralisation
Luigi De Martino (ed.)
238 pages, Russian 
ISBN: 2-88490-000-4

Th is publication presents research conducted in the framework of CIMERA’s project 
on Strengthening Inter-Tajik Dialogue.
Th e fi rst paper by Zariv Aliev, Chairman of the Constitutional Court of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, deals with the legal and institutional perspective of the relations between 
centre and regions. Th e two following papers by Prof. Boygmatov and Dr. Avezov, 
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try to illustrate these relations from the budget /fi scal and economic perspective. Th e 
paper by Dr. Saodat Olimova, presents the perceptions of “regionalism” by established 
political and social leaders and by a group of university students. Th e fi ft h report, 
prepared by Dr. Stephane Dudoignon, looks at the logics of the Tajik political system as 
it has been working since the signature of the peace agreement between the Rahmonov 
government and the then United Tajik Opposition. Two papers by Sabine Freizer and 
Kamol Abdullaev have been added to the present publication on the issue of local 
governance that are complementary to the project’s research reports. In a last paper, 
Luigi De Martino, the project director presents his own analysis of some aspects of the 
Tajik political situation and of the perspectives for the future.

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 3
Border Social Spaces and Identities in Central Asia
CARN Conference, Cologne University, Germany, November 2002
32 pages, English
ISBN: 2-9700358-5-5

Th e conference Borders, Social Spaces and Identities in Central Asia, was held at the 
University of Cologne in November 2002. PhD students from Europe, the United 
States and Central Asia presented empirical data and discussed diff erent academic 
approaches towards social science and fi eldwork in the Central Asian States. 
Th e conference proceedings briefl y summarize ongoing research related to the 
geopolitical issues of the Central Asian states, regionalism in Tajikistan and language 
policy in Kyrgyzstan and Uzbekistan. Th e articles provide not only insights that are of 
interest for an audience broader than academicians, but also useful refl ection for those 
involved in practical work in the region. 
Th e aim of the Central Asia Research Network (CARN) is to facilitate an intellectual 
exchange among post-graduate students who have completed their fi eld research and 
will contribute to the ongoing discussion in their respective fi elds of specialization.

CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS 5
Multilingual Education and Mother Tongue Education for National Minorities in 
Kyrgyzstan
Osh, Kyrgyzstan, April 2003
59 pages, English and Russian
ISBN: 2-9700358-3-9

In Kyrgyzstan, the divided education system forces parents to send their children to a 
school with instruction in only one language. Th e result is a society divided along ethnic 
and linguistic lines, with every group having diff erent advantages and disadvantages. 
Th e potential for confl icts inherent in such a situation is evident.
Th e conference brought together education workers, politicians, representatives 
of the Peoples’ Assembly of Kyrgyzstan and NGOs, who presented their activities 
in the fi eld of mother tongue and language education. Th e opening speech by Rolf 
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Ekéus, the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, served as a reference 
for discussions on how models of multilingual education could help to overcome 
the problematic situation. Representatives of ethnic minorities encouraged further 
spreading of multilingual education as an eff ective means of integration with the 
simultaneous possibility to preserve ethnic identities, traditions and languages. Th e 
present publication contains presentations by participants as well as conclusions from 
the discussions.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN CENTRAL ASIA 1
Monitoring and Analysis of Violations of Journalists’ and Media Rights in Kyrgyzstan
October 2003
22 pages, Russian

Access to Information in Kyrgyzstan is issued by the Osh Media Resource Centre 
(OMRC) as part of a programme aimed to monitor and assess violations of journalists’ 
and media rights in Kyrgyzstan. Th e authors of this issue are Almaz Ismanov, an 
expert on monitoring violations of journalists’ rights for CA Media project, and 
Ermek Beisekeev, a lawyer of Internews-Kyrgyzstan. Th is report contains results of 
the monitoring performed between June 1 2002, and September 30 2003, a review of 
the current legislative framework regulating the work of Kyrgyzstan journalists and 
news media, as well as the chronology of violations of journalists’ and media rights. 
Th e review exposes the inconsistencies of legislative acts and current procedures 
for accrediting journalists to government and elected bodies. It shows the fl aws in 
Kyrgyzstan’s accrediting system, which is pronouncedly declarative by its nature and 
presents serious diffi  culties for journalists to obtain information related to unlawful 
actions of public servants.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN CENTRAL ASIA 1
Monitoring and Analysis of Violations of Journalists’ and Media Rights in Uzbekistan
October 2003
21 pages, Russian

Access to Information in Uzbekistan is issued by the In-Service Training Centre for 
Journalists in Tashkent. Th e authors of this fi rst issue are Nadezhda Stepano, an 
expert on the monitoring of violations of journalists’ rights for CA Media project and 
Karim Bakhriev, lawyer. Th e report addresses the access Uzbekistani journalists have 
to the information held by government structures and the restrictions still existing 
in this area. Th e monitoring demonstrated that journalists oft en have only a vague 
idea of their rights. When confronted with obstacles in obtaining information, they 
do not always dare to overcome them. Th is situation is capitalized upon by offi  cials 
who hold information but are reluctant to disclose it. Th ere are incidents of lawsuits 
against journalists, brought by offi  cials claiming to have been defamed by critical 
publications.
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION IN CENTRAL ASIA 1
Monitoring and Analysis of Violations of Journalists’ and Media Rights in Tajikistan
October 2003
28 pages, Russian

Access to Information in Tajikistan is issued by the National Association of Independent 
Media in Tajikistan (NANSMIT). Its authors are Nargis Zakirova, expert on the 
monitoring of violations of journalists’ rights for CA Media project, and Orifj on 
Azimov, lawyer. 
Th e analysis showed that restrictions on access to the sources of information are the 
most common off ences in Tajikistan. Ministerial, law-enforcement and fi scal offi  cials as 
well as offi  cers of the presidential executive staff  implicitly or explicitly refused to give 
information to the journalists, using diff erent ways of avoiding them. Some journalists 
also refused to cooperate with the monitoring correspondents. While complaining of 
violations of their rights in private, they refused to have them recorded by the monitors. 
Attempts to gain an offi  cial opinion on such questions generally proved abortive.

WE ARE LEARNING BY PLAYING
Interactive Games Proposed by Pedagogues of Kyrgyzstan
201 pages, Kyrgyz and Russian
ISBN 9967-21-759-6

In the former Soviet Republics, education is very formalised and dry even for pre-
school and primary school children. Th e eff orts of education workers on all levels to 
improve the quality of teaching by using interactive methods, is impeded by diffi  culties 
in access to information. Th is game book, produced by CIMERA in collaboration with 
Save the Children UK and Step by Step, Kyrgyzstan, off ers useful ideas on how to re-
organise the teaching process and make it more eff ective.
Th e book contains 54 games for various learning situations, taking into account not 
only content learning objectives, but also the acquisition of important social skills. Th e 
15-page theoretical introduction in clear language explains why playing is so crucial 
for the learning process, which should motivate teachers to overcome their fear of 
breaking the old teaching style.
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MIGRATIONS IN THE CAUCASUS
Conference Papers 
CMI, Yerevan, Armenia, July 2003
132 pages, Russian

Th e volume includes papers presented at the International Conference on Migrations 
in the Caucasus held at CMI. Th e authors are well-known experts on migration, social, 
political and national studies from Russia and the South Caucasus. Th e volume off ers 
a comprehensive view of current trends and prospects with respect to migration inside 
and from the Caucasus, with a special emphasis on labour migration from the region 
– a tendency that has prevailed for some years. Addressed to a wide audience, the 
volume is an important reference book for anyone trying to understand the place and 
role of migration in the post-Soviet Caucasus.

LITTLE WARS AND A GREAT GAME
Vicken Cheterian
132 pages, Russian 

Th is volume off ers a general profi le of post-Soviet confl icts in the North and South 
Caucasus in the last decade. Analyzing the emergence and evolution of the confl icts, the 
author follows their internal logic and looks at the main stakes and stakeholders, both 
regional and external, the international impact of the confl icts and potential prospects 
for the region. Th e English original was published by the Swiss Peace Foundation in 
July 2001. Th e Russian translation published by CMI was updated and enriched by a 
chronology of events, the balance of military forces in the region, and illustrated with 
maps. Th e aim of this publication is to provide the reader with a comparative analysis 
to the security structure of the Caucasus as a region, and an overview of the sources of 
tension that continue to plague the future of those societies.
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ELECTIONS GUIDE. PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION IN ARMENIA 2003
M.Grigorian (ed.)
Armenian 103 pages; Russian 96 pages; English 88 pages

A guide to the 2003 presidential election in Armenia addressed to journalists, 
observers, NGOs, public activists, both local and foreign. Th e guide contains general 
fi gures about Armenia, a brief survey of the post-Soviet period, excerpts from election 
laws and other legislation that applies to presidential elections, the biographies and 
electoral programmes of the candidates and a fi nal chapter with useful addresses in 
Yerevan. Th e guide was published in three language versions: Armenian, Russian and 
English.

ELECTION GUIDE. PARLIAMENTARY ELECTION IN ARMENIA 2003
N.Iskandarian and R.Meloyan (eds.)
Armenian 144 pages; Russian 140 pages; English 122 pages

Th e second in the series of CMI Election Guides, the guide to the 2003 parliamentary 
election in Armenia contains basic information needed for media coverage and 
observation of elections, including general fi gures about Armenia, a brief chronology 
of the post-Soviet period, excerpts from Armenian laws that regulate parliamentary 
elections, a list of political parties and their electoral programmes, and the traditional 
last chapter with useful addresses in Yerevan. Th e guide was published in three language 
versions: Armenian, Russian and English.

Th is guide was published with the fi nancial support of Eurasia Foundation.
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Financial Statement
Profi t and Loss Statement per 31.12.2003 in SFR

INCOME TOTAL 1 272 700.93 
Grants for Projects & Programmes
Caucasus 604 287.50
Central Asia 540 201.13
Pledged Funds for 2003 105 733.00

1 250 221.63
Other Income
Consulting 22 479.30

22 479.30

EXPENDITURE TOTAL 1 240 418.29
Projects & Programmes
Caucasus 563 896.09
Central Asia 485 262.16

1 049 158.25
Core
General Management and Project Support 117 685.67
Running Costs Headquarters 53 864.58

171 550.25
Development
Organisational Development 16 159.05
Public Relations 3 550.74

19 709.79

SURPLUS ON 31.12.2003 32 282.64
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CIMERA Staff  in 2003
Management Team
Carine Bachmann, Director
Vicken Cheterian, Director of Programmes, Director of CMI
Patrick Hadj-Chaib, Director of Finance &  Administration

Switzerland 
Sam Bachmann, Accountant
Ariane Beldi, Desk Offi  cer
Luigi De Martino, Project Director, Inter-Tajik Dialogue Project
Britta Korth, Project Director, Multilingual Education Project
Valérie Th oeni, Home Offi  ce Manager

Armenia
Ruzan Amiraghian, Research Assistant, Caucasus Media Institute
Hayk Demoyan, Research Assistant, Caucasus Media Institute
Mark Grigorian, Head of Media Unit, Caucasus Media Institute
Diana Hagobyan, Receptionist, Caucasus Media Institute
Haik Isakhanyan, System Administrator, Caucasus Media Institute
Aleksander Iskandarian, Head of Research Unit, Caucasus Media 

Institute
Nina Iskandarian, Head of Documentation & Publishing Unit, 

Caucasus Media Institute
Anna Karagulyan, Documentation & Publishing Offi  cer, Caucasus 

Media Institute
Gurgen Kostanyan, Accountant, Caucasus Media Institute
Ruben Meloyan, Media & Documentation Offi  cer, Caucasus Media 

Institute
Seda Muradyan, Media Program Offi  cer, Caucasus Media Institute
Aurélie Perrin, Coordinator, CIMERA
Lusine Toroyan, Offi  ce Manager, Caucasus Media Institute

Georgia
Tata Makhatadze, Coordinator, Caucasus Media Institute

Kyrgyzstan
Chinara Abdysakieva, Offi  ce Manager
Gulmairam Aitalieva, Education Specialist, Multilingual Education 

Project
Janar Amankulov, PR Assistant, Multilingual Education Project 
Aigul Bainazarova, Accountant
Rahim Ismailov, Offi  ce Assistant & Fundraiser
Andrei Izmalkov, Layout & Design
Ainura Jumaeva, Project Coordinator, Multilingual Education Project
Veronika Komarova, Project Assistant, CA Media Project
Sergei Morozov, Computer Specialist
Nuraim Sardarbek kyzy, Editor, Multilingual Education Project
Beatrice Schulter, Offi  ce Director & Project Director, Multilingual 

Education Project

Maria Shlomina, Accountant
Elmira Toktogulova, Regional Project Coordinator, CA Media Project

Tajikistan
Nekruz Erov, Offi  ce Administrator
Andrei Kovalenko, Accountant /Computer Specialist
André Loersch, Project Director, CA Media Project
Galina Nazarova, Country Coordinator, CA Media Project

CIMERA of the United States of America
Dana Burde, Director
Carolyn Kissane, Senior Program Offi  cer

Consultants & Trainers
Vladimir Bazyukin, Interpreter, Kyrgyzstan
Natalia Bruker, Lecturer, Tadjik Slavic University, Tajikistan 
Vadim Georgiadi, Economist, Armenia
Lucie Hribal, Senior Researcher, University of Zurich, Institute for 

Mass Communication Science and Media Research,  Switzerland
Irada Huseinova, Analyst, Centre for Journalism in Extreme 

Situations, Russia
Haroutiun Khachatryan, Economist, Armenia
Zaven Khatchikyan, Photographer, Armenia
Sergey Kuklin, Executive Director, Expert Consulting Agency, 

Kyrgyzstan
Violeta Kulebiakina, Psychologist, Dagestan, Russia
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