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Tajikistan appears as a particular
case among the Central Asian States.
As a consequence of the signing of
the peace agreement in 1997, the
Party of Islamic Renaissance of
Tajikistan was not only legally rec-
ognised, but also entered the Gov-
ernement structures. Such a circum-
stance could lead one to think that a
more open public debate on issues
like Islam and politics woule take
place in that Republic, compared to
the neighbouring states. However, a
careful analysis of the Tajik week-
lies after the 11 of September 2001
reveals that, whenever articles are
published on themes like the place
of religion in society, Islam or politi-
cal Islam, they remain vague, with
litlle connection made to the politi-
cal and social reality of the country.

TERRORISM CONDEMNED
The newspaper Biznes i Politi-

ka was the first to react to the 11 of
September events, and published a
few original articles, including inter-
views of Mr Said Akhmedov, Chair-
man of the Committee for religion
and of Mr Said Abdullo Nuri, leader
of the PIRT’s (Party of Islamic Re-
naissance of Tajikistan), as well as
an analytical article signed by Mr Ko-
myeb Djalilov: «Political extremism
and Islam» (14.09.2001, and
28.12.2001). In his interview, Said
Abdullo Nuri claimed: «We want
to encourage political, economic,
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social and cultural development of
Tajikistan.» The PIRT’s leader also
condemned the terrorism in con-
nection with the events of Septem-
ber 11 in the United States.

In his article, Mr Djalilov comes
to the conclusion that «Islam in
geopolitical and geostrategic inter-
ests is used by different political
forces in international and regional
scales, as well as in separate coun-
tries for achievement of their own
goals.» He believes, that «the use
of the concept «Islamic factor» in
politics, «Moslem law», «Islamic
extremism,» «Islamic terrorism,»
as well as other terms only consti-
tute a tool to fight political oppo-
nents. Generally speaking, so Mr
Djalilov, the use of those terms
would be justified, in case the (Eu-
ropean) science would use terms
such as «Jewish law,» «Christian
factor,» «Buddhist extremism» etc.

TRYING TO DEFINE “JIHAD”
Biznes i politika also chose to

reprint some articles, notably on
«Islamic theologians deny Bin Lad-
en’s call to jihad against the Amer-
icans», with statements of out-
standing Islamic figures from
Northern America, Europe, the
Near East and Southern Asia in-
cluding detailed definition of the
Arabic term «jihad», freuently in-
correctly understood in non Mus-
lim countries. The newspaper Di-

gest-Press in its edition of the
2.11.2001 reprinted from the Rus-
sian press the article  of Pavel Kri-
vosheev «The Truth about the sa-
cred jihad». The article addressed
the history of the rise of Islam, the
Prophet Mohammad, the five pil-
lars of Islam but did not give an
clear interpretation of the word «ji-
had.» So the following statement:
«When not paying attention to the
idea of jihad, then Islam is an ex-
tremely peaceful religion.»

THE “TRUE ISLAM”
In his article on «The political ex-

tremism and Islam» published in the
newspaper Biznes i politika on the
28.12.2001, Mr Komyeb Djalilov
gives a brief review of the recent past
of the country and attempts to ex-
plain what conditions can favour
growing extremism, as it happened
in Tajikistan in the beginning of  the
90”s? So the author, on the wave of
reorganization and openness then
some ideologists appeared in the
country, who attempted to raise the
level of national self-consciousness
of the people. Under various slogans
about revival of the national language
and protection of culture and art they
have excited minds of million peo-
ples. Also, from the underground
have appeared the members of the
wahhabite religious movement, who
set out to recover «the true Islam.»
In 1991 the Party of Islamic Reviv-
al of Tajikistan was registered. «It is
possible to say, that in 1991 along
with creation of the Party of Islamic
Revival, the religious extremism has
been actually formed in Tajikistan,
which has incorporated the national
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extremism, as well», concludes Mr
Djalilov.

The unhappy result of this «re-
vival» is known: the long-year civil
war, thousand and thousand of in-
nocent victims, millions of refugees,
complete disorder of economy and
infrastructure, and adverse interna-
tional image of the republic. «In 90”s
Tajikistan needed a peacemaker -
judge instead of dogmatists on Is-
lamic or Soviet ideology,» states Mr
Djalilov. «Such a peacemaker al-
ways existed in the history of the
Tajik people. The absence of a
peacemaker - judge and availability
of too dogmatic followers from the
«haughty» Islamists to «nasty» com-
munists that has resulted in civil war
in Tajikistan.» «Tajikistan is a secu-
lar state, but not its citizens practic-
ing Islam.»

ISLAMISM AS “CRIME”
A couple of short articles on the

religious party Hizb-Ut-Tahrir, for-
bidden in the republic, arrested in
some regions of the country ap-
peared in the newspaper Asia Plus.
Generally, in the Tajik press any
information related to this move-
ment is published under the head-
ing «Crimes» and only with the ref-
erence to the law enforcement
press services. As a rule, the polit-
ical platform -with the aim to
«overthrow of the constitutional
regime in the republic and creation
of the Caliphate»- is generally in-
dicated, but no mention is general-
ly made on the religious doctrine
of the Party.

Asked why his newspaper
would neither write about Islam as
a religion, nor publish the positions
of the official Muslim Clergy of
Tajikistan», the deputy Chief Edi-
tor of the newspaper Asia Plus
Marat Mamadshoev gave the fol-
lowing answer: «This is a painful
problem for the Republic, if to take
into account that Islamists have

taken active participation in the
unleashing of the civil war.»

WHO IS A REAL MUSLIM?
In fact interpretations of Islam

in the media are not to be found in
the generalist media, but almost
exclusively in the PIRT’s publica-
tion, Nadjot. However, the latter,
with its low circulation (1’500 cop-
ies) and because of the fact that it
is published only in Tajik language,
is not accessible to a majority of
readers. And the concrete questions
it poses remain without answers.

In his article on «The religion and
the state» (Nadjot, 12.12.01), for ex-
ample, the PIRT’s deputy Mr Khim-
matzoda directly question the Cen-
tral Asian leadership. Why, wonders
Mr Khimmatzoda, do the heads of
Central Asian countries express their
adherence to Islam in their public
speeches but at the same time do
not appear in the mosque? Proba-
bly, then mass media would under-
take religious education of its sub-
scribers, as the press of these repub-
lics still likes to look back on the gov-
ernments...

IS “ISLAM” HORRIFYING?
«Why does the word “Islam”

horrify you, friends?» With this
question Mr Nasriddin Saidov,
deputy of the Tajik parliament
addressed himself to the Tajik
officials on behalf of the PIRT
from the pages of Nadjot («We
shall not stay in the shadow of
an old fence» # 45, 9.11.2001).
In his article, the authors presents
two examples to illustrate his
question. The first concerned a
seminar planed by a local branch
of the PIRT on the topic «Prophet
Muhammad - a great historical
personality» to be held in Pyanj.
The city administration delivered
an authorisation one week before
the planed date, and invitation
cards had been distributed to the

participants. However, on the
day when the seminar was to be-
gin neither participants, nor visi-
tors would have been authorised
into the hall of the building where
the conference was supposed to
take place.The second incident
took place in Kulyab, where sev-
eral participants of a scheduled
conference on religious subject,
all members of the PIRT would
have been arrested without any
arguments and kept for two days
in the local State Security
Department.The author then
asks: «Why does the word “Is-
lam” horrify you?» The author
of the article is outraged by the
“duplicity” of some officials:
«Why during discussions con-
cerning Islam when some people
pour dirt over this religion instead
of explaining to the people, that
Islam and extremism are not the
same? However, when you want
to make any profit of it, you
proudly insist that you are Mos-
lems too?» The author referred
to a statement of the President
of the Republic of Tajikistan
Emomali Rakhmonov who had
declared: «We used to speak only
about the Islamic extremism,
whereas there is ideological and
political extremism, as well.» The
author is convinced it is impossi-
ble to reach the national recon-
ciliation, when words and deeds
are always at variance, as only
lazy do not speak about national
reconciliation and consent from
high tribunes, but in reality they
split the nation. He calls to listen
to each other, to dialogue, instead
of turning up the past.

WHY TO DISCUSS ISLAM?
The analysis has shown, that on

pages of the Tajik newspapers
there were no debates about Islam,
as well as there is no public reso-
nance to the published informa-
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tion. «What resonance is possible
to expect from the believers, if they
are offered just a chatter about the
religion?» Considers Oleg Sobolev,
the observer of the Tajik informa-
tion agency Khovar. «The Tajik
newspapers only occasionally and
fragmentarily reflect various points
of view on Islam, though as a
whole the society is religious.» In
his opinion, in the newspapers there
are no authors able to objectively
address provisions of the Koran
and explain them to the population.

«It is possible to explain, however,
that publications in newspapers dif-
fer from that how the people un-
derstand the Moslem doctrine.» He
confirms. «Allah is great and any
rumors around his name attract lit-
tle believers, if these rumors with-
draw people from basic provisions
of the Koran.»

The interrogation conducted
among the Tajik journalists has
shown, that it is necessary to give
interpretation of Islam in mass me-
dia, so that people could understand

where the religion ends, and politi-
cal interests of these or other forces
begin, so that the people wouldn’t
get under influence of religious ex-
tremists. In opinion of the Chairman
of the National Association of in-
dependent mass media of Tajikistan,
Nuriddin Karshiboev «it is necessary
to initiate discussion on pages of press
about values of Islam, attitude of Is-
lam to the surrounding world and
events taking place in it, as well as
about standards of conduct of Mos-
lems.»


