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The northern provinces of Af-
ghanistan, largely populated by eth-
nic Uzbeks, Turkmens and other
Uzbek-understanding Turkic
groups, were within the reach of
Uzbekistani electronic media as far
back as the Soviet times. “We
thought the Afghan journalists
would be pleased to not only re-
sume their former cooperation with
Uzbekistani fellow reporters, but
also to hear a discussion on Uzbeki-
stan’s media liberation,” said Gul-
nara Babajanova, director of the
International Journalists’ Retrain-
ing Center.

The Center and the regional
bureau of the Konrad Adenauer
Fund took the initiative in arrang-
ing a seminar on Uzbekistan’s me-
dia liberalization for Uzbekistani
and Afghan journalists in February
2002, in Termez, southern Uzbeki-
stan, on the border with Afghani-
stan.

TV HAD BEEN OUTLAWED
Uzbekistan’s radio and tele-

vision broadcasts have a stable
reception in Afghanistan’s
towns and villages near the bor-
der. Despite electricity shortag-
es, Tashkent television pro-
grams would be eagerly
watched even after the medium
was outlawed by the Taliban.
So Lutfulla Raufi, head of the
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“Unless freedom of expression and democracy are based
on a strong economy they can spark tension and conflicts in
society,” said reporters from northern Afghanistan who were
invited to attend a seminar in Termez, Uzbekistan, where they
met with Uzbek colleagues to dicsuss media liberalisation.

broadcasting authority in Balkh
province, told the seminar. “In
particular, we like Channel 2’s
Yoshlar program (youth chan-
nel),” he remarked. According
to what the Afghan journalists
said about their life under the
Taliban, after dark people
would secretly take television
aerials up to the roofs of their
houses and watch television till
the sunrise. “People have main-
ly dish aerials and, thus, they can
not only watch Uzbekistani tele-
vision, but that of other coun-
tries as well,” explained Abulk-
ayum, a broadcasting authority
officer from Juzjan province,
Afghanistan. Afghan television
reporters confirmed that in the
north people have a lot of pick-
up equipment – aerials, televi-
sion and radio receivers. “We
only need transmitting equip-
ment and electricity to start reg-
ular broadcasting,” remarked
Lutfulla Raufi. That’s what they
hope to get in Uzbekistan and
other countries.

Uzbekistan was quick to re-
spond to the changes in neigh-
boring Afghanistan, including
those in the media. With the Tal-
iban’s departure and the start of
full-scale humanitarian opera-

tions in northern Afghanistan,
Uzbekistan’s Broadcasting
Company opened an office in
Mazar-e Sharif. Uzbekistan’s
emergency relief loads con-
tained television cameras,
VCRs, and other TV applianc-
es that were handed over to Af-
ghan television reporters.
“These devices helped us start
trial broadcasting just a few
days after the Taliban fell,” said
Abduljalil Usmani, head of
maintenance at the Balkh prov-
ince broadcasting authority
while addressing the seminar.

 TV PROGRAMS READY
According to the Afghan

journalists, a number of televi-
sion programs are ready to be
aired but everything depends on
how soon electrical supplies
will reach the province. Before
the Taliban troops came to
northern Uzbekistan in 1997,
Uzbekistan supplied electricity
to Mazar-e Sharif and some oth-
er cities in the region. These
supplies were discontinued un-
der the Taliban. The Afghans
are hopeful that supplies will be
resumed. Abdulrabb Jakhid, di-
rector of the Balkh provincial
broadcasting authority said that
the authority only transmits ra-
dio programs for five or six
hours a day in the morning and
evening in Dari, Pushtu and
Uzbek.
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Wolfgang Schreiber, head of
the Germany’s Konrad Adenau-
er Fund regional bureau, who
also attended the seminar, asked
the Afghan journalists for details
regarding the equipment they
most needed to return their work
to normal and promised Germa-
ny’s assistance.

ECONOMICAL FACTOR
After lectures delivered by

Uzbekistani political scientists
and mass media experts, the
Afghan radio and television
journalists were asked to hear
presentations on the state of
freedom of expression and
Uzbekistan’s news media liber-
alization process. The Afghan
reporters’ reaction to what they
heard was highly emotional.
“All talk of democracy and free-
dom of speech will merely be
empty words unless the people

themselves understand that they
are vital. This task cannot be
accomplished until decent liv-
ing standards have been provid-
ed for the population,” said
Abdulrabb Jakhid. He pointed
out that as long as the national
economy is in ruins many would
see the opportunity to speak
about democracy and mass me-
dia liberalization as the freedom
to take up arms to contest their
rights. He believes that Afghan-
istan’s mass media should fo-
cus primarily on the collection
of the great mass of weapons
people have in their hands.

With respect to the lectures
on Uzbekistan’s mass media lib-
eralization, the Afghanistan
journalists praised the social
and political processes now
underway, despite the attempts
made by their Termez col-
leagues to draw the seminar’s

attention to the rigid censorship
which, although outlawed, still
really exists in Uzbekistan. Ab-
dulrabb Jakhid expressed the
general opinion of the Afghan
journalists when he said: “We
believe Uzbekistan’s leadership
is right to choose a gradual lib-
eralization policy, which should
be continued. It’s hardly worth
speaking about democracy un-
less there is a stable economy.”

Meanwhile, the Afghan jour-
nalists said they were greatly
interested in cooperating with
their Central Asian colleagues.
On hearing that no professional
journalists’ association has
been set up in Uzbekistan as yet,
Lutfulla Raufi of Mazar-e Sharif
suggested that an association of
journalists from across Central
Asia, including Afghanistan, be
established in order to safe-
guard their common interests.


